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(1) Fort Smith is a 
world-class destination 
for urban and 
contemporary public 
art. Join a walking tour 
and see more than 30 
oversized works (2)
Scenic bridge and War 
Eagle Mill, a working 
gristmill near Rogers in 
northwest Arkansas (3)
Visitors are guaranteed 
a warm welcome (4)
Christ of the Ozarks, 
one of the largest 
statues of Christ and 
the fourth-most visited 
statue in the U.S. (after 
the Lincoln Memorial, 
Mount Rushmore and 
The Statue of Liberty)
(5) Statue remembering 
the breadlines during 
the Great Depression 
at Crystal Bridges 
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There’s a state that should be included 
on any itinerary that claims to off er 
the ‘authentic U.S. South’.

Think of a destination that is – among other 
things – blessed with immense natural beauty 
and awe-inspiring mountains, has a capital city 
that is reinventing itself by adding a raft of new 
attractions and is dotted with charming small 
towns with characterful historic districts.

Then there’s a real Wild West ‘border town’, Fort 
Smith, once the jumping off  point for pioneers 
on their way to open up the unchartered west; 
Civil War battlefi elds; bluegrass, folk and blues 
venues; a world-class arts sector and award-
winning craft beer and distillery operations.

This is also a destination that is a natural 
playground of outdoor activities, especially in its 
52 state parks. There are endless possibilities 
for water sports, hiking, camping, fi shing, cycling 
and some of the best mountain biking trails 
in the country. If that is not enough, there are 
caves, caverns, hot springs, waterfalls, botanical 
gardens, farmstays – and much more. 

All of the above is just waiting to be discovered 
in Arkansas, America’s ‘Natural State’.

driven to distraction
For those planning a self-drive tour of the South, 
there are several entry points into Arkansas. 
Centrally positioned, it is surrounded by six 
states: Oklahoma and Texas to the west, Missouri 
to the north, Tennessee and Mississippi to the 
east and Louisiana to the south.  
   The driving is enjoyable and easy too with 
Arkansas’s main tourist centres connected by 
a network of slick highways and scenic byways. 
  The state’s topography varies from north 
to south, but as a general rule north of an 
imaginery line heading between Texarkana 
(west) and Memphis (east) are low mountains, 
forests and valleys, while to the south the 
lowland forests give way to the almost fl at 
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(west) and Memphis (east) are low mountains, 
forests and valleys, while to the south the 
lowland forests give way to the almost fl at 
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There’s a state still less-travelled by UK travellers that 
should be a shoo-in for anyone looking to get to the 

heart of the ‘real’ American South

Welcome to
arkansas
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landscape of the Mississippi Delta region that 
covers the eastern and far-southern parts.  
   Putting a driving itinerary together is simple 
and in this guide we give you suggestions and 
tips on how. From Arkansas’s capital, Little Rock, 
in the centre of the state, nearly all places can be 
reached within a four-hour drive – which means 
there are countless options for exploring. 
   Take a clockwise route to Hot Springs, with its 
timeless Bathhouse Row and historic downtown, 
before heading on to Fort Smith, on the border 
with Oklahoma, and then north to Rogers and 
Bentonville, which both sit on the edge of the 
Ozark Mountains in the state’s northwest corner 
close to the state lines with Missouri and Kansas.

Then it’s just a short hop to Eureka Springs in 
the Ozark Mountains before heading down to 
the state’s eastern border and the Delta region, 
which hugs the great Mississippi River. Or travel 
around the southern section of the state and 
visit the Crater of Diamonds State Park, one of 
the only places in the world where you can dig 
for diamonds and keep what you fi nd. 

the authentic south
Arkansas off ers all the diversity you could 
possibly want on a self-drive holiday – and 

often against a backdrop of ever-changing 
scenery and spectacular vistas at each bend 
of the road. And wherever visitors travel in the 
state, they can expect generous helpings of 
authentic Southern hospitality. 

And it doesn’t matter what time of the year 
you choose to visit because this is a state that 
off ers plenty of reasons for seasons – in autumn, 
nature’s kaleidoscope of reds and yellows 
compares with anywhere; while in summer 
those outdoor adventures come into their own, 
along with numerous festivals and events. 

Arkansas is also not short on surprises. One 
example: near Eureka Springs is one of the 
world’s largest statues of Jesus – the 70-foot-high 
Christ of the Ozarks, built by one of the sculptors 
of Mt. Rushmore. 

This guide is designed to introduce you to the 
state and the reasons it is the perfect choice 
for those looking for a well-rounded Southern 
experience in the most authentic of destinations.

The U.S. National Trust for Historic 
Preservation defi nes the nub of heritage tourism 
as “traveling to experience the places, artifacts 
and activities that authentically represent the 
stories and people of the past and present.”

That’s an adage that sums up Arkansas. •
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bridge the divide
Experience two states in one walk, 
jog or bike ride on the pedestrianised 
Harahan Bridge. Known as Big River 
Crossing, the cantilvered bridge 
spans the mighty Mississippi, linking 
West Memphis, Arkansas, and 
Memphis, Tennessee. It’s nearly a 
mile long and a marker in the middle 
denotes the exact spot where the 
two states meet.

4

Big River
crossing
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Flight
paths
Bill and 
Hillary 
Clinton 

National 
Airport  is 
served by 

fl ights from 
several U.S. 
cities that 

have a direct 
UK service 
– such as 
Atlanta, 
Dallas, 

Washington 
D.C. and 
Orlando

It may be called Little Rock but the state 
capital has plenty of BIG draw cards. 
Think charming hotels – the Capitol Hotel, 

which dates back to 1870, is aff ectionately 
called ‘The Front Porch of Little Rock’ – a 
dynamic foodie scene and a range of 
experiences and visitor attractions that will 
appeal to the whole family.

Little Rock is a city with plenty of recent 
history to talk about, and top of the list of 
must-see attractions for most visitors will 
be Arkansas’s two most popular visitor 
experiences: The Clinton Presidential Center 
and Little Rock Central High School. 

The fi rst is a tribute to William Jeff erson 
Clinton, the two-term president who lived, 
worked and forged his career in Arkansas. Its 
80 million documents is the most held by any 
U.S. presidential Library.

Little Rock Central High School’s pivotal role in 
ending segregation between white and African-
American students is recognised by its listing on 
the new Civil Rights Trail, one of six in Arkansas. 
A National Historic Site, Central High is the only 
school in the U.S. located in a national park.

CITY IN TRANSITION
Little Rock is undergoing a transformation: its 
historic Main Street is the benefi ciary of an 
investment project – ‘Creative Corridor’ – that 
is turning it into a must-visit part of town for 
tourists. It is home to the Arkansas Repertory 
Theatre, Ballet Arkansas, galleries, and more. 
  And SoMa, the name given to the downtown 
district of South Main, is becoming one of the 
hippest parts of the city, with favourite spots 
such as Root Café, with its emphasis on local 
ingredients; the Community Bakery, which 
has been in operation for more than 60 

With a diverse range of attractions, Arkansas’s 
attractive capital off ers all the essential attributes 

that make for a memorable Southern city stay
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Orlando
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(1) Several bridges cross 
the Arkansas River in 
downtown Little Rock 
(2) Heading down to 
see the inner workings 
of the USS Razorback (3)
Rock Town Distillery, the 
fi rst in Arkansas since 
the days of Prohibition 
(1920-1933) (4) Sitting 
in the President’s chair 
in the Oval Offi  ce at 
the Clinton Presidential 
Center (5) Little Rock 
twinkles at night (6) 
Dancing sculptures on 
the Riverwalk (7) Cycling 
on the Arkansas River 
Trail (8) Learn all about 
Little Rock Central High 
School’s place in the 
U.S. Civil Rights struggle 
(9) Fun times in SoMa, 
Little Rock’s emerging 
centre for ‘hipsters’

years; Boulevard Bread; The Green Store, 
and Oxford American, which off ers ‘a culinary 
journey through Southern food’. 

Also head to SoMa for one of the city’s 
quirkier attractions: the Esse Purse museum, 
one of just three museums in the world 
devoted to this woman’s fashion accessory and 
what the contents say about their owners. 

This part of the city also hosts events like The 
Cornbread Festival and a Mardi Gras Parade, 
while the Bernice Garden is a privately-owned 
sculpture park that holds many special events.

Other popular areas include the River 
Market District, a regenerated area 

close to the Arkansas 
River that hosts  
concerts, sporting 
events and 
nightlife. 

For joggers, 
walkers and 
cyclists, the 
Arkansas River 
Trail is a 17-mile 
loop that runs 
close to the centre 
of town. Little Rock’s 
city’s three downtown bridges 
– Main Street, Junction and the 
Clinton Presidential Parkway– 
are wrapped in millions of LED 
lights that bathe the city with a 
green hue each March 17, on 

St Patrick’s Day. Then stroll over Big Dam 
Bridge, the world’s longest bridge built 
specifi cally for pedestrians and cyclists, for 
great views of the city.

Other ‘must see’ city attractions include 
the Arkansas State Capitol building, home to 
Arkansas’ state government since 1911; the 

Old State House Museum, a National Historic 
Landmark featuring exhibits that include 
‘Arkansas Women in History’, and the Museum 
of Discovery, dedicated to bringing alive the 
wonders of science, technology, and math. 

Little Rock’s culinary scene is also booming, 
with several award-winning chefs – many 
of whom arrived from New Orleans after 
Hurricane Katrina – setting up restaurants and 
raising the bar for gastronomy in the city.

bridge to the past
For a tipple of some of award-winning 

grain-to-glass whiskeys, drop by Rock 
Town Distillery, Arkansas’ fi rst 

bourbon distillery. 
And try to be in the city in 
September when over 60 
food trucks line up on Main 
Street for the annual Food 
Truck Festival. 

Hop on the Rock Region 
METRO Streetcar System and 

cross the Main Street Bridge. 
On the other side, in North Little 

Rock, is the small but captivating 
Arkansas Inland Maritime Museum. 

The stars of the show here are two ships that 
played a key role in the country’s naval history.

 The USS Hoga was a tug boat that pushed the 
USS Nevada out of Pearl Harbour during the 
Japanese attack in 1941, an event that dragged 
the U.S. into World War II.

A few yards away sits the USS Razorback, a 
submarine that was deployed in World War 
Two, the Cold War and the Vietnam War. 

Guests are invited to descend a ladder into its 
innner sanctums – they might be encouraged 
down by a guide who once spent time on the 
vessel during their military service. •

Little Rock gets its 
name from a small 
rock formation on 
the south side of 

the Arkansas 
River 
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River that hosts  
concerts, sporting 
events and 
nightlife. 

For joggers, 
walkers and 
cyclists, the 
Arkansas River 
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loop that runs 
close to the centre 
of town. Little Rock’s 
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great views of the city.
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world-class museum
Located in Bentonville, Northwest 
Arkansas, Crystal Bridges Museum 
of American Art is one of the 
USA’s most talked about new 
museums. Surrounded by 120 acres 
of wooded forest, it is a facility 
where modern architecture, art 
and nature converge. Along with a 
permanent collection of American 
art masterpieces spanning fi ve 
centuries, the grounds also include 
an award-winning restaurant and 
a house designed in 1954 by Frank 
Lloyd Wright. crystalbridges.org

Crystal
bridges
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Little Rock 
Central High school
In the late-1950s the school played 
a central role in ending segregation 
between whites and African-
Americans in the U.S. education 
system. Still an active school, today 
over 53% of its student population is 
Afro-American, with classes taught 
in 40 languages. Visitors can visit the 
nearby museum, hear the story of 
Central High from a National Parks 
guide and, by appointment, tour the 
school itself. nps.gov/chsc

waltON’s five & Dime
What could be more American than 
Walmart? The story of what is now 
the largest retailer in the world 
started in Arkansas in 1950 when Sam 
Walton opened Walton’s 5&10 on 
Bentonville’s downtown square. Today 
that original store features a museum 
that tells the Walmart tale through 
exhibits and artifacts, a candy store 
and The Spark Café Soda Fountain, a 
tribute to Sam’s love of ice cream.
walmartmuseum.com

Clinton Presidential Centre
Home to one of just 14 Presidential Libraries in the U.S., the centre tells the story of 
the Clinton Presidency (1993-2001) as well as documenting the key issues of the time. 
It is home to over 80 million ‘documents’ and 4,500 boxes of Presidential Papers. 
There’s a reproduction of the Cabinet Room, where you can sit in the President’s 
chair. Built next to the Arkansas River, it is the number one attraction in Arkansas, 
visited by over 300,000 each year. clintonpresidentialcenter.org

johhny cash home
Standing next to a fi eld of white 
cotton is the childhood home of 
Country Music great, Johnny Cash. 
Dyess Colony, in northeast Arkansas, 
was a town created in 1934 as part of 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New 
Deal to get the nation back to work 
– and Johnny’s parents were among 
its fi rst residents. Take a guided tour 
of the simple wooden structure then 
visit the museum that tells the story 
of the Dyess settlers. 
dyessCash.Astate.edu/visit

A Presidential Library, Elvis Presley, the Wild West, 
the USA’s most popular retail store and musical 
legends, ‘Americana’ abounds in Arkansas

Arkansas
Americana
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walmartmuseum.com
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johhny cash home
Standing next to a fi eld of white 
cotton is the childhood home of 
Country Music great, Johnny Cash. 
Dyess Colony, in northeast Arkansas, 
was a town created in 1934 as part of 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New 
Deal to get the nation back to work 
– and Johnny’s parents were among 
its fi rst residents. Take a guided tour 
of the simple wooden structure then 
visit the museum that tells the story 
of the Dyess settlers. 
dyessCash.Astate.edu/visit
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crescent hotel & spa
Everyone likes a good ghost yarn and 
this Historic Hotel of America, which 
dates back to 1886 and sits high 
above the town of Eureka Springs 
in northern Arkansas, has them in 
abundance. Spook yourself by joining 
a nightly ghost tour.
crescent-hotel.com

Crater of Diamonds 
State Park
No one does the Great Outdoors 
better than the U.S. and with 52 
state parks Arkansas does it better 
than most. In the south of the state, 
the park is one of the only places in 
the world where visitors can search 
for real diamonds in their original 
volcanic source. Happy digging!  
arkansasstateparks.com

Ozark folk centre
State Park
Located in Mountain View in the 
north of the state the park is 
dedicated to perpetuating the music, 
crafts and culture of the Ozarks. 
Watch a blacksmith or basket-maker 
at work, stroll through the Heritage 
Herb Garden and hear fi ddles, banjos 
and autoharps played by local artists 
in a 1,000-seat theatre. 
arkansasstateparks.com

Crystal bridges
Located in Bentonville, northwest 
Arkansas, this world-class museum 
is a showcase of modern American 
art and architecture. This bright and 
modernistic facility houses works 
from American masters from colonial 
times to the present. Visitors can 
explore some of the surrounding 
Ozark forest by striding out on more 
than three miles of walking trails. 
Also on the grounds is a classic Frank 
Lloyd Wright House, transplanted 
from its original home in New Jersey.
crystalbridges.org

FORT SMITH
In northwestern Arkansas, this is one 
of the original gateways to America’s 
Wild West. Visitors can learn some 
of the stories of the outlaws and 
law enforcers who passed through 
the town, ride on the Arkansas and 
Missouri Railroad in a vintage car and 
visit Fort Smith National Historic Site, 
established in 1822 to oversee the 
safety of both settlers and Indians. 
fortsmith.org

ELVIS in Arkansas
Fans of Elvis Presley will want to head 
to Chaff ee Crossing, a designated 
Historic District near Fort Smith. On 
March 24, 1958, Elvis arrived at the 
barracks here to begin his stint in 
the U.S. Army – and got his fi rst G.I. 
buzz cut. The barber shop has been 
restored to how it was when Elvis sat 
in the chair. His stay here was a brief 
one – three days after his haircut he 
was shipped out.  fortsmith.org
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History
“In the far 
north of 

the state, 
Pea Ridge 
National 

Park is one 
of the best 
preserved 
Civil War 

battlefi elds in 
the U.S.” 

Parks And gardens
Arkansas’s stunning natural beauty and its 
history are showcased and preserved in 52 
State Parks, seven National Park sites, three 
National Forests covering more than 2.9 million 
acres and more than 200 camping sites and 
recreational areas. 

And once visitors experience Arkansas they will 
understand why it is called The Natural State! 
In both private and public gardens they will get 
to enjoy not just fl owers and trees but also the 
landscapes, trails and often artworks  that are 
enshrined into the scenery of the gardens. 

Wherever you travel in the state you won’t 
be far from a botanical or landscaped garden 
that showcases regional fl owers, trees and 
even wildlife, with many also hosting concerts, 
events and various seasonal activities. 
   Undoubtedly the most spectacular time to 
see them in all their glory is during the autumn, 
the ‘leaf peeping season’, when the mountains, 
valleys, meadows and gardens are ablaze with 
a riot of reds, golds, and oranges. Even during 
the state’s usually mild-temperature winters, 
the evergreen hues are a spectacle to behold. 

ON THE WATER
It may be a landlocked state but in Arkansas 
you are never far from the nearest river 
or lake. It is blessed by an abundance of 
water, including recreational-friendly lakes in 
stunning settings off ering activities like water- 
skiing, wake boarding, tubing, windsurfi ng, 
jet-skiing, sailing and many others.

Those staying in the Ozark Mountains can 
paddle the rapids of the scenic Illinois River at 
Springs Kayak Park, fl oat the nearby Buff alo 
River or fi sh, boat or paddle on Beaver Lake.

10
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Changing the
theme

Whether enjoying world-class mountain biking, watersports, 
parks and gardens or exploring  its rich musical roots, 

there’s no shortage of themes to explore across Arkansas 

10

ON THE WATER

jet-skiing, sailing and many others.

paddle the rapids of the scenic Illinois River at 
Springs Kayak Park, fl oat the nearby Buff alo 
River or fi sh, boat or paddle on Beaver Lake.
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In the central-middle section of the state is 
the man-made Lake Ouachita, the largest lake 
located entirely within Arkansas. Named one of 
the cleanest lakes in America, it is renowned for 
its scenic beauty and clear waters. The lake is 
virtually surrounded by the Ouachita National 
Forest and has one of Arkansas’s most pristine 
shorelines - all 970 miles of it. 

In the southeast, paddling adventures await at 
Caddo River near Glenwood. The river is suitable 
for all levels of experiences: gentle enough for 
novice paddlers to learn on but with enough 
Class I and II rapids along the way to keep it 
exciting. Surrounded by the Ouachita 
mountains, there are also plenty of 
places to swim and fi sh.

HITTING THE
NOTES
Arkansas’ rich musical 
roots run deep and wide 
and can be discovered all 
across the state – from rock 
and country in Little Rock to 
bluegrass and the sounds of the 
banjo, mandolin, fi ddle and guitar in 
the mountains to the blues of the Delta 
region. And across the state are churches 
that invite visitors to enjoy an iconic Southern 
experience: an uplifting gospel service.

Interpretive wayside signs are located 
throughout the 15 counties of the Arkansas 
Delta, providing background information 
on legendary musicians, performers and 
important musical sites in places such as Dyess, 
Tyronza and West Memphis.

U.S. 67, which passes through Jackson, 
Lawrence and Randolph Counties in northeast 
Arkansas, takes you through an area that in the 
1950s and 1960s was humming with nightclubs, 

theatres and roadhouses. Musical giants such 
as Elvis Presley, Jerry Lee Lewis, Conway Twitty, 
Johnny Cash and Roy Orbison played at the 
clubs, resorts and theatres along the highway.

And in the tiny hamlet of Twist in the Delta 
is a small sign that denotes the night B.B. King 
rushed back into the burning bar of the venue 
he had just played a concert in to rescue his 
beloved guitar. After he discovered the fi re 
had started during a fi ght over a woman called 
Lucille he named his Gibson – and very other 
guitar he owned – Lucille, as ‘a reminder never 
to quarrel over a woman’.

MUSIC
FESTIVALS 

Arkansas has 
several  annual 
music festivals 
that draw 
international 
visitors. These 

include the 
Fayetteville Roots 

Festival in Northwest 
Arkansas, a four-day, 

intimate, urban music and 
food festival that takes place in 
August, and the Bikes, Blues and 
BBQ motorcycle rally, the world’s 
largest charity motorcycle rally. 

In the north of the Delta region, 
the small northern town of 
Dyess plays host to the Johnny Cash Heritage 
Festival, a three-day event which in 2018 
featured Alison Krauss and Jamey Johnson. A 
stage is set up among the cotton fi elds, close 
to the boyhood home of the Country legend. 

Also in the Delta, the state’s largest music 
festival takes place each October. The King 

(1) Blanchard Springs 
Waterfall (2) Pea Ridge 
National Military Park, a 
U.S. Civil War battlefi eld 
(3) Botanical Gardens of 
the Ozarks, Fayetteville 
(4) Razorback Regional 
Greenway, northwest 
Arkansas (5) Sounds of 
the mountains at the 
Ozark Folk Center State 
Park (6) Mount Magazine 
State Park, Arkansas’s 
highest point at 2,753 
feet (7) Water fun at 
Beaver Lake in the Ozark 
Mountains - perfect for 
a family getaway (8) 
Enjoying the Johnny Cash  
Heritage Festival at Dyess 
(9) Helping out on the 
farm at Dogwood Hills, 
which off ers overnight 
accommodation in a 
family-style chalet

Be welcomed by 
the roar of a woolly 
mammoth at the 

Museum of Native 
American History, 

Bentonville
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Dyess plays host to the Johnny Cash Heritage 
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Biscuit Blues Festival, an annual multi-day 
blues event, is held in Helena, on the banks of 
the Mississippi River.

In the saddle
Arkansas is one of the country’s top 
destinations for cycling and mountain biking. 
  With its moderate four-season climate, variety 
of terrain and expanding network of trails, 
there’s plenty for both enthusiastic experts and 
nervous beginners.  

The advanced trails are so top notch that 
the International Mountain Biking Association 
(IMBA) has designated the region as a 
leading centre of the sport. 

In the state’s north-
western corner, the 
Razorback Regional 
Greenway is a 36-mile 
paved-trail network 
that connects urban 
areas with the outdoors 
playground that is the 
Ozarks. In Rogers the 
Railyard Bike Park, an off -road 

bike park, off ers a fun 
course for all the family. 

But the longest mountain bike 
trail in Arkansas is the 108-mile 
stretch of the Ouachita National 
Recreation Trail between Highway 
88 (the Talimena National Scenic 
Byway) and Scenic Highway 7, 
north of Hot Springs. 

On YOUR BIKE
Akansas’s network of highways 
and scenic roads seem designed 
to bring out the Easy Rider in 
every visitor. From the wide-open 

Delta plains to the twisty mountain backroads, 
there are great rides across the state.

Best known is The Pig Trail Scenic Byway, 
a road full of curves and lovely scenery that 
begins at the top of the state (on U.S. 23), close 
to the Missouri border, and cuts through Ozark 
National Forest before ending at U.S. 71, south 
of Booneville and Ouachita National Forest. 

Another classic ride is Mount Magazine 
Scenic Byway (Highway 309), with steep grades 
leading up to the state’s highest peak. A reward 
for riders who reach the top is a fi ne-dining 
restaurant and the option of an overnight in 

the state park. In the far south of the 
state, take a loop from Texarkana 

to Fouke (Highway 71) and 
then up to Hope, a great ride 
that takes in both wooded 
landscape and fertile river-
bottom farmland. 

ON THE FARM
Arkansas also has a rich 

agricultural heritage – over half 
of all the rice grown in the U.S. is 

cultivated in the state – and a number 
of rural tourism experiences, whether a 

stay on a working farm or a visit to a cotton fi eld, 
are available.  In the central northern region, 
two hours from Little Rock, Dogwood Hills is a 
working homestead farm where visitors can stay 
in a private farmhouse and experience farm life 
by helping to feed the cattle, milk the cows and 
collect the eggs. 
   In the evening they are served a sumptuous 
farm-to-table meal using local ingredients.

in the far south of the state, at Suzanne’s Fruit 
Farm in Hampton, visitors can pick their own 
fruit and join family events like hayride tours 
and (in the fall) pumpkin harvests. •

(10) Camping in Bull 
Shoals-White River State 
Park, famous for its 
world-class trout fi shing 
(11) Cycling around 
Lake Ouachita, one 
of several world-class 
mountain bike trails in 
Arkansas (12) MusicFest 
draws the crowds in El 
Dorado (13) A refuelling 
stop during the annual 
Bikes, Blues and BBQ 
festival in northwest 
Arkansas (14) Arkansas 
is a landlocked state 
but the opportunities 
for watersports and 
swimming in lakes and 
rivers are numerous (15)
Cotton continues to be 
an important commodity 
in Arkansas - look out 
for the snow-white fi elds 
during a self-drive tour 
of the Delta region

Washington State 
Park interprets 19th 

century life in the 
little town of 
Washington 
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leading centre of the sport. 

that connects urban 
areas with the outdoors 
playground that is the 
Ozarks. In Rogers the 
Railyard Bike Park, an off -road 

course for all the family. 
But the longest mountain bike 

trail in Arkansas is the 108-mile 
stretch of the Ouachita National 
Recreation Trail between Highway 
88 (the Talimena National Scenic 
Byway) and Scenic Highway 7, 
north of Hot Springs. 

On YOUR BIKE
Akansas’s network of highways 
and scenic roads seem designed 
to bring out the Easy Rider in 
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Turpentine Creek near Eureka 
Springs is a wildlife rescue centre 
that provides a refuge for a host 
of animals including a black bear 
and big cats such as a white tiger, 
leopards, cougars and bobcats.
turpentinecreek.org

The 67-ft Christ of the 
Ozarks near Eureka Springs 
has a red 
light on 
the top – at the 
request of the Federal 

Aviation Authority (FAA). It is 
the fourth-most visited statue 
in the US, according to the 
New York Times. 
arkansas.com/attractions/
christ-ozarks-statue

Mount Ida is often 
referred to as the 

Quartz Crystal Capital 
of the World. 

Several mines in 
the area allow 

patrons to dig and 
keep their fi nds. 

arkansas.com/mount-ida

Arkansas
Think you know...?

The Great Passion play complex, 
near Eureka Springs, includes a 
Noah’s Ark park petting section, 
a replica of Jerusalem’s East 
gate and a Hebrew tabernacle. 
greatpassionplay.org

The fi rst phase 
of a major new 
attraction, the 
United States 

Marshals 
Museum, 

will open in 
Fort Smith in 
September 
2019. It will 
cover the 
colourful 

history of the 
oldest law 

enforcement 
agency in the 

U.S. from 1789 
to the 

present day.

The new Scott Family Amazeum in Bentonville is a 
hands-on, interactive museum for children and families. 
Designed to ‘ignite the imagination’, the exhibits and 
activities focus on science, technology, engineering, arts 
and math. Experiences include a climbable tree canopy, an 

indoor cave, a creative workshop 
called a ‘tinkering hub’ and various 
daily pop-up activities.  
amazeum.org

In Marianna, 
in the 

southern 
Delta region, 
Jones Bar-B-Q 

(pictured) 
with only two 

tables and 
10 chairs and 
serving just 
pulled pork, 
is the oldest 
continuously 
run African 
American 

restaurant in 
the South. It is 
also the only 
restaurant 
in Arkansas 
to receive a 
prestigious 

James Beard 
Award.

The small town of Lepanto in 
northeast Arkansas provided the 
setting for the book and fi lm by John 
Grisham, A Painted House. Grisham 
was born and raised in Arkansas. 
arkansas.com/lepanto

Garvan Woodland Gardens near Hot 
Springs is illuminated by over 4.5 
million lights for the holiday season 
between mid-November and New 
Year’s Eve. garvangardens.org

There’s something special about 
the town of Hope: Aside from 
being the birthplace of 
former U.S. President 
Bill Clinton, this 
small town has 
produced three 
World-Record 
Watermelons. 
arkansas.com/hope

and math. Experiences include a climbable tree canopy, an In Marianna, 

There’s something special about 
the town of Hope: Aside from 
being the birthplace of 
former U.S. President 
Bill Clinton, this 
small town has 
produced three 
World-Record 
Watermelons. 
arkansas.com/hope

arkansas.com/lepanto

The 67-ft Christ of the 
Ozarks near Eureka Springs 
has a red 
light on 
the top – at the 
request of the Federal 

Aviation Authority (FAA). It is The fi rst phase 

indoor cave, a creative workshop 
called a ‘tinkering hub’ and various 
daily pop-up activities.  
amazeum.org
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Surrounded by six states, Arkansas can be 
included in a self-drive itinerary whatever 
direction you arrive or leave from. Here are 
two suggested routes

drive time
Arkansas

14

drive from the West

1Dallas is just a two-hour-and-40 
minutes drive to Texarkana, on the 

Texas/Arkansas border. Stand in front of 
the town’s border-straddling post offi  ce 
and you'll have one foot in each state.

2 Then join H 67 and head the 32 miles 
to Hope, the birthplace of President 

William Jeff erson Clinton, the country’s 
42nd president. Stop by the site of the 
President William Jeff erson Clinton 
Birthplace Home National Historic Site. 

3Hit R 29 and then the byways 
for the scenic 35-mile drive 

south to Magnolia. Each May the 
Magnolia Blossom Festival and World 
Championship Steak Cook-Off  draws 
thousands of visitors.

4Follow R 82 into El Dorado (34 miles), 
which has a rich history as oil 'boom-

town' of the 1920s. Take a self-guided 
walking tour of the 
restored downtown, 
fi lled with beautifully 
renovated 

1930s-style buildings, with many 
historic buildings on the National 
Register. There’s plenty of shopping, 
dining, inns and entertainment all 
around a beautiful square. 

5Then take H 167 to Hampton (26 
miles), and stop by Suzanne’s Fruit 

Farm. Owner’s David and Sylvia Reddin 
have created a 155-acre PYO (pick your 
own) farm, which harvests diff erent 
fruits like peaches, plums, blueberries, 
blackberries and pumpkins, 
depending on the season. There are 
also hayride tours and pumpkin 
harvests. 

6Join H 167 for the 90-minute 
drive to LITTLE ROCK, for 

an overnight stay in the historic 
Capitol Hotel. Opened in 1870, this 
downtown landmark with an elegant 
portico is just two blocks from the 
Old State House and a 15-minute 
walk from both Riverfront Park and 

the Clinton Presidential Center.  •

LITTLE ROCK

Dyess

Mountain View

Rogers

Eureka Springs

Walnut Ridge

West Memphis

Wilson

Hampton

El Dorado

Hope

Magnolia

Texarkana

Bentonville

Hot Springs

Fort Smith

3

4

2
Magnolia

1

14
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drive from
the south east

1 Whether coming from 
Birmingham (Alabama), 

Nashville (Tennessee), 
further afi eld from New 
Orleans (Louisiana) or even 

Jackson (Mississippi), all roads lead 
to West Memphis.  Drop by the 

Sultana Disaster Museum to learn 
about how the U.S. Civil War ended in 

1865 with one of the greatest maritime 
disaster in U.S. history. 

2    Head north, on H 77 and H 61, into 
the heart of the Arkansas Delta region. 

Pass fi elds of cotton and soybeans before 
stopping in Dyess, for the Johnny Cash 
Childhood Home and the story of the 
historic Dyess community. Then take the 
short drive to Wilson, for home-style 
mac & cheese, fried chicken and purple 
hull beans in the Wilson Cafe.

3Turn back west, on scenic byways, 
before joining H 63 for the 82-mile 

drive to Walnut Ridge. The town is 
where in 1964, a plane carrying The 
Beatles on their way to a weekend 
break touched down. Visit Beatles Park, 
complete with life-size metal cut-outs, 
sculptures and murals of the Fab Four.

4Join H 58 and drive the 85 miles 
to Mountain View, on the edge 

of Ozark National Forest. Catch a folk 

or bluegrass performance at Ozark 
Folk Centre State Park, in a 1,000-seat 
auditorium, and then learn all about the 
time-honoured arts, crafts and natural 
health remedies of the Ozark folk.   

5It’s a scenic 98-mile drive to Eureka 
Springs, a town on the Historic 

Register where houses seem to cling 
precariously to the slopes that lead down 
to a quirky Victorian-era downtown area 
packed full of historic buildings. Take a 
trolley tour or stroll through the village. In 
the evening see The Great Passion Play,  
The production tells the story of Christ. 

6A 22-mile drive on H 62 takes you to 
the neighboring cities of Rogers and 

Bentonville. Rogers has one of the 
best-preserved historic downtown areas of 
any Arkansas town. In Bentonville see The 
Walmart Museum and stay at 21C, a funky 
hotel fi lled with world-class art exhibits.

7 Join I-49 and make the 84-mile trip 
south to Fort Smith, the state's 

second-largest city. Retaining a ‘wild west 
vibe’ and packed with great restaurants, 
this is Arkansas’s original frontier town.

8Take a leisurely drive on H 71 and H 
270 to Hot Springs. The 128-mile 

drive takes you through Ouachita National 
Forest. Stroll down Bathhouse Row and 
visit the Gangster Museum of America.  
Then make the 55-mile drive to Little 
Rock, via Grand Avenue and I-30 •

LITTLE ROCK

Dyess

Mountain View

Rogers

Eureka Springs

Walnut Ridge

West Memphis

Wilson

Hampton

El Dorado

Hope

Magnolia

Texarkana

Bentonville

Hot Springs

Fort Smith
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Southern G
atew

ays: 
W

ith direct fl ights from
 

the U
K to N

ashville 
(Tennessee), N

ew
 

O
rleans (Louisiana), 

Atlanta (G
eorgia) and 

D
allas and Austin (both 

Texas) there are plenty 
of convenient starting 
points for incorporating 
Arkansas into a tour of 
the Southern states. 

Arkansas’s four m
ain 

regional airports 
– Little Rock, Fort 
Sm

ith, Fayetteville and 
Texarkana – are w

ell 
served by regional 
fl ights operated 
by airlines that 
include D

elta, U
nited 

and Am
erican. 
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